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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims rtrplaces all prior listings of claims in the present 
application. 

What Is Claimed Is: 

1- (previously presented) A storage system, comprising: 

one or more slow-access-time-mass-storage nodes, coupled to sioie data ai respective 
first ranges of logical block addresses (LBAs); 

a pluralixy of inTerim-fasx-access-tirae nodes, configured to operate independenrly of oi^c 
another, each mterim-fast-access-time node being assigned a respective second range of the 
LBAs and coupled to receive data from and provide data to the one or more slow-access-time- 
mass-storage nodes having LBAs within the respective second nmge; and 

one or more mterCace nodes, which are adapted to receive inpui/ouipui (lO) requests from 
host processors directed to specified LBAs and to direct all the lO requests to the itiienm-fasi- 
access-tlme node to which the specified LBAs are assigned; 

wherein the interim-fasx-access-iime nodes are configured to be reassignable to a further 
second range of the LBAs. 

2 (original) A storage system according to claim 1, 

wherem the one or more interface nodes comprise a mapping between the interim-fast- 
access-time nodes and the LBAs, and 

wherein the one or mc^re interface nodes are ad^ted to convert the lO requests to one or 
more requests and to direct the one or more requests to respective one or more inierim-fast- 
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access'time notles in response to the mappiny. 



3. (original) A storage system according lo claim 2, wherein the mapping compnses a function 
relating each specific mterim-fast-access-iune node of die plurality of imerim-fast-access-time 
nodes to the respective second range of the LB As 

4- (original) A storage system according to claim 2, wherein the mapping comprises a table 
relating each specific interim-fast-access-tune node of the plurality of imerim-fasc-access-Time 
nodes to the respective second range of the I-BAs. 

5. (original) A storage system according to claim 2, 

wherein the data is allocated into groups of data wiihin the one or more slow-access-iime- 
mass-storage nodes according lo a pre-defined unit of the storage system comprising an integral 
number of bytes of the data, and 

wherein the mapping comprises a correspondence between the inierim-fast-access-time 
nodes and the groups of data. 

6, (original) A storage system according to claim I, wherein the one or more slow-acccss-iime- 
mass-storage nodes comprise one or more disks, and wherein the intenm-fasi-access-time nodes 
comprise random access memories. 



7. (original) A storage system according to claim I, wherem the plurality of interim-fast-access- 






